26 March 1855. 18 Vict. 




(Ireland.) 



B I L L 



Further promoting the Establishment of free 
Public Libraries and Museums in Ireland. 



Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to he inserted 
in Committee. 



W HEREAS it is expedient to amend the Act of the Sixteenth 
and Seventeenth Years of Her present Majesty, Chapter 
One hundred and one, and to give greater Facilities for the 
Establishment in Ireland of free Public Libraries and Museums : Be. 
5 it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same : as follows. 

I. The said Act of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Years of Her 
1‘0 present Majesty, Chapter One hundred and one, and Section Ninety- 
nine of the Towns Improvement Act (Ireland), 1854, are hereby- 
repealed; but such Repeal shall not invalidate or affect anything 
already done in pursuance of either of such Acts ; and all public 
Libraries and Museums established in Ireland under either of those 
15 Acts shall lie considered as haring been established under this Act. 

II. In citing this Act tor any Purpose whatever it shall be sufficient 
to use the Expression “ The Public Libraries Act (Ireland), 1855.” 
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2 Public Libraries and Museums (Ireland). 

III. In the Construction and for the Purposes of this Act (if not 
’ inconsistent with the Context or Subject Matter) the following Terms 
shall have the respective Meanings herein-after assigned to them; that 
is to say, “Town” shall mean and include any City, Borough, Town, 
or Place in which Commissioners, Trustees,” or other Persons , have 5 
been or shall be elected or appointed under the Act of the Ninth 
.ear of King George the Fourth, Chapter Eighty-two, or the “Towns 
Improvement Act (Ireland), 1854 ,” or any Local or other Act or Acts 
for paving, flagging, lighting, watching, cleansing, or otherwise im- 
proving any City, Borough, Town, or Place, for the Execution of any 10 
such Act or Acts, or superintending the Execution thereof, and in 
which there shall not be a Town Council or other such Bodr elected 
under the Act of the Third and Fourth Years of Her present Majesty, 
Chapter One hundred and eight, or any other Charter granted in 
pursuance of such Act, or any Act passed for the Amendment thereof: 15 

- I own Commissioners ” shall mean the Commissioners, Trustees, 01- 
other I ersons for the Time being elected or appointed under anv such 
test-mentioned Acts as aforesaid; “Town Fund” shall mean the 
Town Fund, or the Rates or Property vested in and under the Control 

p d Direction of any Town Commissioners, and applicable to the 20 
Purposes of any such Acts ; “Town Rate” shall mean the Rate or 
Rates authorized to be levied by any such Town Commissioners - 
Mayor shall include Lord Mayor , “ Clerk " shall mean, as regards 
an incorporated Borough, the Town Clerk of such Borough, and as 
regards a Town in which there shall he To™ Commissioners the Clerk og 
appointed by the Town Commissioners ; “Householder” shall mean 

- a Male Occupier of a Dwelling House, or of anv Lands, Tenements 

entideTfonr^r^- any T °™ incor P° rated B °™ugb, and 
\Tderl r u “ S t0 ™ te atElect; ° ns of Commissioners, 
Aldermen, or Councillors in such Town or Borough. 30 

■ Coined or Board of Municipal Commissioners of anv 

incorporated Borough in Ireland regulated under the said Act of the 
rhird and Fourth Years of Her present Maiestv .m , V , 
and eight or any Charter granted in pursuance of Lch Act ot any 
Act passed tor the Amendment thereof the Pounlatfo 1- 1-1? 

according to the then last Census thereof, ’shall exceed Fit r tf Wh, ° h ; 3 ® 
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Public Libraries and Museums [Ireland). 3 

One or more of the Newspapers published or circulated within the 
Borough or Town Seven Days at least before the Day appointed for 
the Meeting ; and if at such Meeting Two Thirds of such Persons as 
aforesaid then present shall determine that this Act ought to be 
5 adopted for the Borough or Town, the same shall thenceforth take 
e ffect and come into operation in such Borough or Town, as the Case 
may be, and shall he carried into execution, in accordance with the 
Laws for the Time being in force relating to the Municipal Cor- 
poration of such Borough, or relating to such Town. 

10 V. The Expeuses incurred in calling and holding the Meeting, Expen-cs 
whether this Act shall be adopted or not, and the Expenses of carrying 
this Act into execution in such Borough, shall be paid out of the execution in 
Borough Fund, and in such Town out of the Town Fund ; and the a 
Council, or Board ot Municipal Commissioners, or Town Commis- be paid out 
15 sioners, mav levy as Part of the Boroutrli Rate or Town Rate, as the 01tlie Fo * 
Case may be, or by a separate Rate to be assessed and recovered m or Town 
like Manner as the Borough Rate or Town Rate, all Monies from Fand - 
Time to Time necessary for defraying such Expenses ; and distinct 
Accounts shall be kept of the Receipts, Payments, and Liabilities of 
20 the Council with reference to the Execution of this Act. 



VI. Such Accounts shall be audited in the same Way as all other Accounts to 
Accounts of such Borough or Town respectively are audited, and the a J n( j £ 0 . 1V [ 0 
said Council or Board or Town Commissioners shall, within One s»-nt to 
Month after the same shall have been audited, transmit to the Lord Lieutenant 
25 Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the &c. 

Time being a true and correct Copy of such Accounts, and shall 
also within the Time aforesaid cause a Copy of such Accounts to be 
deposited in the Office of the Clerk ; and the said Accounts shall 
be open to the Inspection of all Householders of such Borough or 
30 Town respectively, and Copies thereof shall be delivered to any such 
Householder applying for the same, upon Payment of a reasonable 
Charge for the same, to be fixed by the Council or Board or Town 
Commissioners, as the Case may be. 



VII. The Town Commissioners of every Town adopting this Act incerpo- 
35 shall tor the Purposes thereof he a Bod}' Corporate, with perpetual ^own Con 
Succession, by the Name of “ The Commissioners for Public Librarie 
“ and Museums for the Town of 

“ ”, and by that. Name may sue and be sued, and hold 

and dispose of Lands, and use a Common .Seal. 



the County of 



VIII. The Amount of the Rate to lje levied in any Borough Rate not to 
or Town in any One Year for the Purposes of this Act shall not in°tiie 
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Public Libraries and Museums ( Ireland ). 

exceed the Sum of One Penny in the Pound, and in any such 
Borough shall be assessed, raised, collected, and levied in the same 
Manner as the Borough Rate, and in any such Town shall be as- 
sessed, raised, collected, and levied in the same Manner as the Town 
Rate. 



IX. The Council or Board of any Borough and the Town Com- 
missioners of any Town respectively may from Time to Time, with 
the Approval ot Her Majesty’s Treasury, appropriate for the Purposes 
ot this Act any Lands vested, as the Case may be, in a Borough in 
the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses, and in 'a Town in the Town 10 
Commissioners, and may also, with such Approval, purchase or rent 
any Lands or any suitable Buildings, and the Council or Board and 
Town Commissioners respectively may, upon any Lands so appro- 
priated, purchased, or rented respectively, erect any Buildings 
suitable for Public Libraries or Museums, or both, and may apply, 15 
take down, alter, and extend any Buildings for such Purposes, and 
rebuild, repair, and improve the same respectively, and tit up, furnish, 
and supply the same respectively with all requisite Furniture, 
Fittings, and Conveniences. 

X. “ The Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845,” shall he incor- 20 
porated with this Act ; hut the Council or Board, and Commissioners 
respectively shall not purchase or take any Lands otherwise than 
by Agreement. 



XI. The Council or Board and Commissioners aforesaid respec- 
tiyely may, with the like Approval as is required for the Purchase 25 
ot Lands, sell any Lauds vested in the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Burgesses, or Board, or Town Commissioners respectively, for the 
Purposes of this Act, or exchange the same for anv Lands better 
adapted for the Purposes; and the Monies to arise from such Sale 
or to I* received for Equality of Exchange, or a sufficient Part 30 
thereof shall be applied in or towards the Pnrchase of other Lands 
better adapted tor such Purposes. 

T ■, X!L The /“ eral Management, Regulation, and Control of such 
Libraries and Museums shall be, as to any Borough, vested in and 
exucised bv the Council or Board, and as to any To™, in and by 36 
the Town Commissioners, or such Committee as they respectively- 
mat from Time to Time appoint, who may from Time to Time pur- 
“oTt nece ssary Fuel, Lighting, and other similar 
:• ‘ . Book ? ^ ew W eis > 1Ia P s ’ aa d Specimens of Art and Science 

V nnd „ Y n* brar - VOr Museum > ®»»e the same to be 40 

repawed, when necessary, and appoint salaried Officers and 

Servants, 
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Servants, and dismiss the same, and make Rules and Bead, 
the Safety and Use of the Libraries and Museums, and for 
mission of Visitors. 



ations for 
the Ad- 



XIII. The Lands and Buildings so to be appropriated, purchased, iwnv of 
S or rented as aforesaid, and all other Real and Personal Property what 
ever presented to or purchased for any library or Museum established ?- fcSf* 
under this Act, shall be vested, in the Case of a Borough, in tile 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses, and in the Case of a Town in the c*"?' 
Town Commissioners. spoetivelr 

10 XIV If any Meeting called as herein-before provided to consider 

as to the Adoption of this Act for any Borough or Town shall '’•*»«*» 
determine against such Adoption no Meeting tor a rimilar Purpose shall 3S*L of 
be held ior the .bpace of One 3 ear at least from the Time of holding Acl * noftwh 
the previous Meeting - . & Meeting to 

e l-e called for 

^ One Year. 

JP' J h ! Ad , m ‘f ‘ 0n t0 ali Libraries -Museums established Mo-oum, ... 
under this Act. shall be open to the Public free of all Charge. W free. 



XVI. Upon the coming into operation of this Act ill any Borough Tag A « to 

it shall, as regards such Borough, be incorporated with the said let of hreorpo- 
theTnird and Fourth Victoria, Chapter One hundred and eight, and 
20 upon the coming into operation of this Act in any Town it shall, as to in" 
regards such Town, be incorporated with the Act or Acts in force S““’ usl ‘ “ 
therein relating to the Powers and Duties of the Town Commis- 
sioners. 
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